SEA   PURSLANE, Arenaria peploides L.

287. Sea Purslane, Arenor/a peploides L. (X i); peren-
nial with creeping root-stock; stems usually much branched,
rather fleshy, glabrous; leaves (A, X 0) opposite, in four rows,
sessile, ovate-elliptic or elliptic, thick and fleshy, green, witli
thin and slightly frilled margins; flowers (B, X 2) solitary in the
forks and in the upper leaf-axils, stalked; sepals 5, green and
fleshy; petals (C, X 2) white, very small, spoon-shaped (spathu-
late); stamens usually 10; anthers short and rounded; ovary
(D, X 3) ovoid, with 3-5 short styles; fruit (F, X H) a capsule
opening by 3-5 valves; seeds (G, X 24) obovoid, minutely
tuberculate (E, ovules x 4) (family Caryophyllaceae).

A very widely spread maritime plant growing in sandy places
and sometimes amongst shingle; rather outstanding, and differ-
ent in general appearance from other species of Arenaria\ the
petals are very small. In habit it somewhat resembles the Sea
Milkwort (Glaux maritime, L.) (see fig. 305), but the latter grows
on muddy shores. The root-stock is long and slender and creeps
in the sand or amongst the pebbles. Jn Yorkshire the plant
was formerly much used as a pickle and accredited with a pleasant
pungent taste.

The species is sometimes regarded as representing a genus
distinct from Arenaria, and is then called Honk&iya peploidcs
(L.) Ehrh.
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